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M I N U T E S  

SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING 

CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA 

September 8, 1999 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor William Arthur called the meeting to order in Commission Chambers at City Hall, 

1065 Ridgewood Avenue at approximately 7:32 p.m.  Attending with Mayor Arthur were 

Commissioners J.D. Mellette, Arthur Byrnes, Shirley Heyman, and Roland Via 

(Commissioner Via was not present for roll call, due to his required attendance at a 

funeral, but arrived in time for the next item on the agenda). 

 

Also attending were Acting City Manager Joe Forte, City Attorney Edward Simpson, 

Public Works Director Milt Hallman, Finance Director Brenda Gubernator, Recreation 

Director Chuck Beach and City Clerk Jeaneen Clauss.  

 

2. RESOLUTION 99-R-31, REGARDING THE ADOPTION OF A 

TENTATIVE MILLAGE RATE  

 

City Attorney Edward Simpson read Resolution 99-R-31 by short title: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA ADOPTING A 

TENTATIVE MILLAGE RATE FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 

1999; WHEREAS THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, 

FLORIDA IS REQUIRED BY FLORIDA STATUTE 200.011 TO CERTIFY TO THE 

COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER THE GENERAL MUNICIPAL MILLAGE RATE 

ESTABLISHED BY SAID COMMISSION FOR THE TAX YEAR BEGINNING 

OCTOBER 1, 1999 AND WHEREAS THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTE 200.065, THE TRIM 

BILL IS REQUIRED TO ADOPT A TENTATIVE BUDGET AND A PROPOSED 

MILLAGE RATE, SAID PROPOSED MILLAGE RATE EXCEEDING THE ROLLED 

BACK RATE BY 0% AND WHEREAS THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA IS DESIROUS OF ADOPTING A TENTATIVE MILLAGE 

RATE, HAVING GIVEN PROPER NOTICE OF BOTH A PROPOSED 0% TAX 

INCREASE AND THE PUBLIC HEARING HELD WITH RESPECT TO SAME. NOW 

THEREFORE BE IN RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA, SECTION ONE, THAT THE TENTATIVE MILLAGE 

RATE ADOPTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, 

FLORIDA FOR THE TAX YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 1999 IS 5.09007 

WHICH IS $5.09007 PER $1,000. SAID MILLAGE RATE EXCEEDING THE 

ROLLED BACK RATE BY 0%, WHICH SHALL BE THE PERCENTAGE 

INCREASE IN PROPERTY TAXES. 

 

Commissioner Mellette moved APPROVAL of Resolution 99-R-31, seconded by 

Commissioner Heyman. 
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Commissioner Byrnes referred to his usual habit of bringing scissors to cut the budget but 

this year his son pointed out that lasers were more appropriate for today’s world. 

 

Commissioner Via stated that he was glad we could go to the rolled-back rate and 

thanked Finance Director Brenda Gubernator for all her hard work. 

 

The motion CARRIED 5-0 on roll call: Mellette – yes, Heyman – yes, Byrnes – yes, Via 

– yes, Arthur - yes. 

 

3.   FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2569, ADOPTING THE 

APPROPRIATIONS BUDGET FOR FY 99/00 
 

City Attorney Edward Simpson read Ordinance 2569 by short title: 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA ADOPTING THE 

APPROPRIATIONS BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR OCTOBER 1, 1999, 

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2000; WHEREAS THE GOVERNING BODY OF 

EACH MUNICIPALITY IS REQUIRED TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR EACH 

FISCAL YEAR, PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTE 166.241 AND WHEREAS IT 

IS NECESSARY TO ADOPT A BUDGET WHEREBY THE COLLECTION OF 

REVENUES TO OFFSET APPROPRIATION EXPENDITURES IS ASSURED AND 

WHEREAS THE CITY COMMISISON OF THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA 

PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTE 200.065, THE TRIM BILL, HELD A PUBLIC 

HEARING AND ADOPTED A TENTATIVE BUDGET, PUBLICLY ANNOUNCING 

THE PERCENT BY WHICH THE RECOMPUTED PROPOSED MILLAGE RATE 

EXCEEDS THE ROLLED BACK RATE.  NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY 

THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA THAT THE ATTACHED APPROPRIATION 

BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR OCTOBER 1, 1999, THROUGH SEPTEMBER 

30, 1999 IS HEREBY APPROVED AND ADOPTED AS A FINAL BUDGET. 

 

Commissioner Mellette moved APPROVAL of the first reading of Ordinance 2569, 

seconded by Commissioner Byrnes.  

  

Commissioner Heyman inquired as to whether there were any changes since the 

workshop.  Finance Director Brenda Gubernator stated that there were changes to add the 

Christmas Party, allow for increased Workman’s Comp rates, and add one part-time staff 

person.  Mayor Arthur asked about the staff person and Acting City Manager Joe Forte 

advised that Judy Hutchinson is moving over to the gym and she has provided 

administrative assistance to both the Personnel Director and the City Clerk.  Also, Kim 

Cline has been doing work for these two departments and they really need someone at 

that end of the building. 

 

Commissioner Byrnes confirmed that they were still balanced and still at the rolled-back 

rate.   

 

The motion CARRIED 5-0 on roll call: Mellette – yes, Byrnes – yes, Via – yes, Heyman 
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– yes, Arthur - yes. 

 

4. FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2570, AMENDING THE 

APPROPRIATIONS BUDGET FOR FY 98/99 

 

City Attorney Edward Simpson read Ordinance 2570 by short title: 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2533 THE 

APPROPRIATIONS BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA, 

FOR FISCAL YEAR OCTOBER 1, 1998, THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 1999. 

 

Commissioner Byrnes moved APPROVAL of the first reading of Ordinance 2570, 

seconded by Commissioner Via.  

 

The motion CARRIED 5-0 on roll call: Byrnes – yes, Via – yes, Heyman – yes, Mellette 

– yes, Arthur - yes. 

 

5. COMMENTS 

 

Commissioner Byrnes stated that he knew the two Commissioners up for election were 

two much of gentlemen to say this, but the candidates challenging them should have been 

here tonight, if they were really interested in running for office. 

 

Commissioner Via stated that he agreed because the budget is the City’s plan of action.  

You can track the progress and he did so from 1980 forward, adding that we are healthy 

now. 

 

Acting City Manager Joe Forte asked the Commission if they would like to move the 

second Regular Commission Meeting for this month from the 28th to the 21st, in order to 

coincide with the Budget Hearing.  The Commission decided to wait to make a decision 

on this until the 14th, so they would have a better idea of the timetable for what they 

would need to address in the latter part of the month.    

 

(Commissioner Via had to leave, at this point, to return to the funeral.) 

 

There was discussion of the potential annexation of the Holub property.  Mr. Forte stated 

this annexation caused him concern, due to the un-permitted sewer pipe system and the 

code violations, which would cause both Public Works Director Milt Hallman and Code 

Administrator Tim Harbuck to be immediately bombarded with problems – once the 

annexation is complete.  Mr. Forte recommended that they wait until Mr. Holub gets 

these problems resolved, so they can annex a clean piece of property.  He stated that he 

has just received a list of the HRS violations on this property.  There are also numerous 

fines and liens currently on the property.  Mr. Forte clarified that the annexation has 

nothing to do with connecting them tying into our sewer system, as that can still be done.  

Commissioner Mellette stated that he agreed because they had the same problem with the 

Wilson property on Golf Avenue and it took them about a year or so to get it straightened 



MINUTES 

Spec CC Mtg 

9/8/99 

4 

out before they took them in and he felt they should do the same here.  Mr. Forte stated 

that they have a choice of approving the first reading and then waiting indefinitely for the 

property to get straightened out before the second reading or they could table the item.  

Also, they are at a certain point in the County process for resolving these issues and they 

will be back to the beginning if they are annexed.  Commissioner Byrnes expressed 

concern over them tying into our sewer system with an un-permitted system.  Public 

Works Director Milt Hallman assured the Commission that they do a thorough inspection 

prior to them connecting.  Mr. Forte and Commissioner Byrnes indicated that they were 

very disturbed that the County has been aware of these violations for a long time and has 

done nothing about them.  There was discussion on their plan to convert from a master 

meter to individual meters.  Commissioner Byrnes expressed concern about that because 

it is a somewhat transient area and he wanted the owner to be responsible for the bill.  

Milt confirmed that this would require approval and it is currently listed in the proposed 

annexation agreement.  Commissioner Byrnes stated that he would vote against the 

annexation, if this is one of the terms.  The rest of the Commissioners agreed. 

 

Commissioner Byrnes commended Finance Director Brenda Gubernator for working on 

Saturday to deliver the budget to them.          

 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting officially adjourned at approximately 8:53 p. m.  

 

 

            

     WILLIAM D. ARTHUR, MAYOR 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________ 

JEANEEN P. CLAUSS, CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 


