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M I N U T E S  

REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 

CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA 

October 22, 2002 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 

A. Roll Call 

 

Mayor Arthur called the meeting to order in the Commission Chambers at City Hall, 1065 

Ridgewood Avenue at approximately 7:00 p.m.  Attending with Mayor Arthur were 

Commissioners Arthur Byrnes, Paul Lockeby, Lou Schmitt, and Roland Via. 

 

Also attending were City Manager Joe Forte, City Attorney Edward Simpson, Assistant to the 

City Manager Greg Wood, Public Works Director Milt Hallman, Building Code Administrator 

Tim Harbuck, Finance Director Brenda Gubernator, City Planner Bob Keeth, Recreation 

Director Chuck Beach, Emergency Services Director Don Shinnamon, Firefighter Tom Maccio, 

and City Clerk Jeaneen Clauss. 

 

B. Invocation 

 

Mr. Wood delivered the invocation. 

 

C. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

 

2. PRESENTATIONS & PROCLAMATIONS 

 Presentation of Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) System 

 

Mr. Forte explained that the City has bought four of these systems through a grant and is 

providing employees with training on how to use this equipment – which is basically foolproof.  

There is one on each of the fire department engines, one in City Hall, and one at the Recreation 

Center.  They are designed to provide a shock to the heart to bring it in normal rhythm.  The 

equipment knows how much of a shock and will not give a shock if it isn’t needed.  

 

3. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Minutes of Regular Commission Meeting – October 8, 2002 

B. Report of Purchase Orders between $5,000 and $10,000 

 - Gateway Computers $8,841 

  

Commissioner Via moved APPROVAL of the items on the consent agenda, seconded by 

Commissioner Byrnes. 

 

The motion CARRIED 5-0 on roll call: Via – yes, Byrnes – yes, Schmitt – yes, Lockeby - yes, 

Arthur - yes. 

 

4. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 Regarding items not on the agenda. 
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None. 

 

5. FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2644, PROVIDING FOR A DELINQUENT 

WATER ACCOUNT FEE 

 

Mr. Simpson read by short title: 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA AMENDING 

SECTION 70-131 (DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE.) TO PROVIDE FOR A 

DELINQUENT ACCOUNT FEE INSTEAD OF A RECONNECT FEE.  

PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR 

SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

Commissioner Schmitt moved to APPROVE the first reading of Ordinance 2644, seconded by 

Commissioner Lockeby. 

 

Mr. Forte explained that this is more of a housecleaning ordinance because of the disputes that 

occur when the water is in the process of being cut off and the citizen is trying to pay the meter 

reader the bill, etc…  To eliminate those occurrences, Staff if recommending calling this a 

delinquent account fee instead of a re-connect fee because by the time the meter reader is going 

out to shut-off the water, the bill is more than a month late and it’s more work for us to try to call 

them back than to let them complete their job.  Commissioner Via stated that he had spoken to 

John Manual, Water Billing Supervisor, and he was told that the City is very near having the 

capability to auto debit accounts.  That will be a benefit for some. 

 

The motion CARRIED 5-0 on roll call: Schmitt - yes, Lockeby – yes, Via – yes, Byrnes – yes, 

Arthur - yes. 

 

6. FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2645, AMENDING THE LAND 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS REGARDING FLOOD INSURANCE 

REQUIREMENTS 

 

Mr. Simpson read by short title: 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA, AMENDING 

THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA; REVISING 

SUBPART B, LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATION, SECTION 78-14, 

DEFINITIONS, REVISING CERTAIN DEFINITIONS AND PROVIDING NEW 

DEFINITIONS, ALL PERTAINING TO FLOOD HAZARD MITIGATION; 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; REPEALING ALL LAWS OR PARTS OF 

LAWS IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING WHEN THIS 

ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT. 

 

Commissioner Via moved to APPROVE the first reading of Ordinance 2645, seconded by 

Commissioner Lockeby. 
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Mr. Keeth explained that this maintains our eligibility for insurance programs.  Mr. Harbuck 

added that DCA requires this for us to retain our certification with FEMA. 

 

The motion CARRIED 5-0 on roll call: Via – yes, Lockeby - yes, Byrnes – yes, Schmitt - yes, 

Arthur - yes. 

 

7. FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2646, INCREASING THE MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD AND PROVIDING FOR THE 

FORMATION OF A HISTORIC PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

 

Mr. Simpson read by short title: 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA AMENDING 

ORDINANCE 2608 BY INCREASING THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS TO THE 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD; PROVIDING FOR A HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION SOCIETY; MAKING THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

BOARD THE GOVERNING BODY FOR THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

SOCIETY PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 

CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

Commissioner Byrnes moved to APPROVE the first reading of Ordinance 2646, seconded by 

Commissioner Lockeby. 

 

Mr. Forte stated that this ordinance comes before them as a request from the Board.  The Board 

feels they need more members to do the work that needs to be done.  They expect that a lot of 

grants will become available once areas become designated as Historic overlays.  The 

Commission inquired if they were able to use the law center building yet.  Not yet – there is still 

a lot of work to be done there.  There is no timeframe yet for the Historic Preservation Society, 

which is provided for in this ordinance. 

 

The motion CARRIED 5-0 on roll call: Byrnes – yes, Lockeby - yes, Schmitt - yes, Via – yes, 

Arthur - yes. 

 

8.  RESOLUTION 2002-R-64, ACCEPTING THE COPS MORE 2002 GRANT 

 

Mr. Simpson read by short title: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA ACCEPTING 

THE COPS MORE 2002 GRANT; AGREEING TO A FUNDING MATCH OF 

TWENTY-FIVE PERCENT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

Commissioner Schmitt moved to APPROVE Resolution 2002-R-64, seconded by Commissioner 

Lockeby. 

 

Mr. Forte advised the Commission of the grant details, to include the amount and the specific 

purchases authorized. 
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The motion CARRIED 5-0 on roll call: Schmitt – yes, Lockeby - yes, Via - yes, Byrnes – yes, 

Arthur - yes. 

 

9. RESOLUTION 2002-R-65, ENSURING HOMETOWN SECURITY 

 

Mr. Simpson read by short title: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA RECOGNIZING 

HOMELAND SECURITY DAY; URGING CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT 

TO PASS A HOMELAND SECURITY BILL; URGING CONGRESS AND THE 

PRESIDENT TO FINALIZE FUNDING FOR HOMELAND SECURITY; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

Commissioner Lockeby moved to APPROVE Resolution 2002-R-65, seconded by Commissioner 

Via. 

 

This resolution comes at the request of the National League of Cities. 

 

The motion CARRIED 5-0 on roll call: Lockeby – yes, Via – yes, Byrnes – yes, Schmitt - yes, 

Via – yes, Arthur - yes. 

 

10. REZONING OF VACANT LAND ON NORTHEAST CORNER OF 3RD STREET 

AND NOVA ROAD – MIKE DONZIGER 

 

Mr. Keeth explained that the property is currently zoned B-1 and the applicant has requested that 

it be rezoned to B-5.  He has recommended denial of this because he believes the B-5 zoning 

designation would allow for too many businesses that would be detrimental to the abutting 

single-family residences.  He felt that rezoning it to RPUD would be the best way to go. 

 

The Board of Planning and Appeals recommended denial of this B-5 zoning proposal and 

indicated in the minutes of their meeting that they would have like to be able to recommend 

RPUD, but were told by the attorney that they could not make a recommendation for something 

that has not been proposed.  Steve Correia, Planning Board member, spoke in reference to that. 

 

Donald Holton, property trustee, explained that a developer has approached him with what he 

feels will be a good project for this area.  He has turned down purchase proposals in the past 

because he did not feel they would be good for the area.  Mike Donziger, Developer, has a 

contract to purchase this property contingent upon rezoning.  This will be a two and one-half 

million dollar project to construct an office / retail / flex complex, taking about six months to 

complete.  Mr. Donziger reminded the Commission that he has gone above and beyond the 

requirements to ensure the residents of Holly Forest expressed contentment with the business he 

built near them. 

 

The following citizens living in the area of this proposed rezoning spoke about their concerns:  

Carol Swain, 318 Scotland Drive; Stanley Davis, 312 Scotland Drive; Dennis Cowell, 397 Dubs 

Drive, and Jim Clem, 325 Scotland Drive.  They presented the five main reasons for their 
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concerns about this rezoning: 1) the property in five feet higher than the residential area, making 

it harder to buffer, 2) there is no guarantee that these businesses would close at night (as they are 

saying), 3) a warehouse is likely and would be too noisy, 4) flooding problems would be made 

worse, and 5) traffic problems.  A petition of sixty-nine signatures was presented which 

expressed citizen displeasure over the rezoning request. 

 

Dwight Durrant, engineer with Zev Cohen and Associates, attempted to address some of these 

concerns but there are no construction plans prepared as of yet to fully answer them.  G.G. 

Galloway, Real Estate Agent, addressed the Commission to remind them that they are dealing 

with a proven commodity here with Mr. Donziger as the Developer and to assure them that he 

would not associate himself with any project that would be bad for the area because he knows 

that in his field he will be back before them again with another request. 

 

Mr. Simpson cautioned the Commission not to look at this specific request from Mr. Donziger 

but to look at the general proposal of changing the property from B-1 to B-5.  Without a PUD, 

projects can change and you cannot grant this based on a certain project because that would be 

contract zoning – which is prohibited by law.  Deed restrictions are acceptable but only if they 

are at the applicant’s request.  It was also mentioned that development plans no longer require 

Commission approval because they did an ordinance to streamline that process. 

 

The Commission weighed everything presented and, with the exception of Commissioner 

Byrnes, they felt that once this was completed the neighbors would be happier than they expect 

to be and the City as a whole would reap the benefits of another good sound business.  They 

believed the five concerns listed would be fully addressed through the development approval 

process between St. John’s Water Management, Florida Department of Transportation, and our 

City Codes.  Commissioner Byrnes felt that these residents had a right to expect that this 

property would not be rezoned to anything more than what is allowable in B-1 because it used to 

be zoned agricultural; he felt the present zoning category was ample latitude for business 

development. 

 

Commissioner Lockeby moved to APPROVE instructing Staff to prepare an ordinance for 

further consideration of this B-5 rezoning request, seconded by Commissioner Schmitt. 

 

The motion CARRIED 4-1 on roll call: Lockeby – yes, Schmitt - yes, Byrnes – no, Via – yes, 

Arthur - yes. 

 

11. COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. City Manager 

 

Mr. Forte stated that they are planning a Veteran’s Day ceremony with the American Legion for 

November 11th at dusk (6:30 pm).  Just prior to this ceremony, they will hold a ceremony to 

officially announce the completion of the third phase of the recreation improvement project. 

  

B. City Attorney 
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Mr. Simpson indicated that he had nothing further to report. 

 

C. Mayor and Commissioners 

 

Commissioner Via gave a report from the first meeting of the VWA transition team.  The 

meeting started off with mixed ideas on how they were to proceed but they settled into a decision 

to workshop each of the seven points brought forth by Jake Varn in his report.  Mayor Arthur 

asked that Commissioner Via relay his preference for new people in this process.  The meetings 

will be held in Deltona for the first year because Deltona offered a free meeting place and 

complimentary continental breakfast.  Commissioner Via stated that he would like to further 

discuss (at a later time) one issue that was mentioned during the rezoning discussion tonight – 

why did they do an ordinance to stop development plans from coming before the Commission 

anymore?  Commissioner Via thanked everyone for coming tonight. 

 

Commissioner Byrnes referred to Commissioner Via’s question and stated that he had voted 

against that ordinance because he liked having the final look at development plans so that they 

could make modifications that went beyond the considerations that Staff might think of.  He 

would like to see them workshop this to possibly change it back. 

 

Commissioner Lockeby referred to the property next to the one being considered for rezoning 

and stated that they are going to want to be B-5 now, too – to which the majority of the 

Commission indicated a favorable view upon. 

 

Commissioner Schmitt reminded the Commission of the Chamber Event coming up at the 

Ironhorse and he handed invitations out and he also reminded them of the costume party for dogs 

that is going to be held this Saturday, October 26th from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 

 

Mayor Arthur stated that there is lots going on at the MPO and information will be forthcoming.  

He thanked everyone for coming tonight. 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting officially adjourned at approximately 9:55 p.m. 

 

     City of Holly Hill, Florida 

 

 

            

   William D. Arthur, Mayor 

 

Attest:  

 

 

      

Jeaneen P. Clauss, City Clerk 


