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1. CALL TO ORDER 

a. Roll Call 

 
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Arthur J. Byrnes District 1 - Commissioner Present  

Penny Currie District 2 - Commissioner Present  

John C. Danio District 3 - Commissioner Present  

Chris Via District 4 - Commissioner Present  

John Penny Mayor Present  

b. Invocation  

Mayor Penny led the invocation. 

c. Pledge of Allegiance  

Mayor Penny led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

2. POSITIVITY AWARD - NONE 

3. PRESENTATIONS 

1.  

Honoring Lee Ann Luedeke's Retirement from the Fire Department 

(Requested by Valerie Manning, City Clerk) 

Mayor Penny read the following proclamation/resolution into the record: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA, 

RECOGNIZING LEE ANN LUEDEKE FOR HER YEARS OF 

SERVICE TO THE CITY OF HOLLY HILL AND ITS CITIZENS.  

  

WHEREAS, Lee Ann joined the City of Holly Hill on November 29, 2004; and 

WHEREAS, Lee Ann served as a Firefighter and Paramedic; and  

WHEREAS, Lee Ann obtained certifications for Driver Engineer, Pump and 

Hydraulics Operator qualifying her as a Relief Driver for the Fire Department; and  

WHEREAS,  Lee Ann has participated in a variety of Fire Department activities, 

MDA Boot drives, OneBlood drives, and Community Education on Fire Prevention; and 

WHEREAS, Lee Ann has personally helped many citizens of Holly Hill with medical 
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assistance in their time of need; and WHEREAS, Lee Ann has excelled in accurate and 

documented report writing following both medical and fire incidences; and WHEREAS, 

Lee Ann has served in natural emergency situations such as hurricanes and flooding and 

offering the citizens comfort and relief; and  

WHEREAS, Lee Ann has placed patient care as her number one priority with 

professionalism and dedication to service as she represented the City of Holly Hill; and  

WHEREAS, Lee Ann has proven to be a dependable employee, dedicated worker 

and the first female Firefighter to retire after serving the City of Holly Hill and its citizens 

with the highest level of integrity, professionalism, and commitment.   

   

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 

CITY OF HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA, HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGES ITS 

GRATEFUL APPRECIATION OF LEE ANN LUEDEKE FOR HER YEARS OF 

OUTSTANDING SERVICE AND DEDICATION TO THE CITY OF HOLLY 

HILL AND WISH HER WELL IN HER RETIREMENT AND THROUGH HER 

FUTURE ENDEAVORS.      

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION, ADOPTED THIS 12th DAY 

OF JUNE, 2018. 

 
 

2.  

Presentation from Volusia County Councilwoman Billie Wheeler, District 2 

Representative 

(Requested by Valerie Manning, City Clerk) 

Mayor Penny stated that Volusia County Councilwoman Billie Wheeler, District 2 

Representative is unable to attend tonight and dropped off an invitation for himself and 

the Commissioners to attend a Water Quality meeting with Indian River Lagoon Council 

at the Daytona Beach Airport on Thursday, June 21, 2018 from 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM.  

 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

The following individual spoke to the Mayor and City Commissioners: 

 

Jim Schultz, 117 Harvard Drive, Ormond Beach, spoke briefly about fluoride and mentioned 

why and how he got started with this and how it affected his health and shared his concerns 

about fluoride in water.  

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

1.  

Minutes - May 22, 2018 - Regular City Commission Meeting; Workshop Minutes - May 

22, 2018 - FY2018 Mid-Year Budget Review and Workshop Minutes - May 29, 2018 - 

Hollyland Park Discussion 
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(Requested by Valerie Manning, City Clerk) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Penny Currie, District 2 - Commissioner 

SECONDER: John C. Danio, District 3 - Commissioner 

AYES: Byrnes, Currie, Danio, Via, Penny 

Enacted and approved this 12th day of June, 2018, in Holly Hill 

 
 

6. CONSENT AGENDA - ITEMS ( 1 - 5 ) 

Mayor Penny asked if any member of the Commission wanted to pull any item from the 

Consent Agenda or if anyone from the audience wanted to discuss any item.  There was no 

one.  

1. Resolution  

Resolution 2018-R-32 A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Holly Hill, 

Florida, Authorizing the City Manager to Enter into Grant Agreement #H0083 with the 

Florida Division of Emergency Management; Providing for Severability; and Providing 

for an Effective Date. 

(Requested by Antoine Khoury, Public Works) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Arthur J. Byrnes, District 1 - Commissioner 

SECONDER: Penny Currie, District 2 - Commissioner 

AYES: Byrnes, Currie, Danio, Via, Penny 

RESOLUTION 

 

Enacted and approved this 12th day of June, 2018, in Holly Hill 

 
 

2. Resolution  

Resolution 2018-R-33 A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Holly Hill, 

Florida, Authorizing the City Manager to Enter into Grant Agreement #H0084 with the 

Florida Division of Emergency Management; Providing for Severability; and Providing 

for an Effective Date. 

(Requested by Antoine Khoury, Public Works) 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Arthur J. Byrnes, District 1 - Commissioner 

SECONDER: Penny Currie, District 2 - Commissioner 

AYES: Byrnes, Currie, Danio, Via, Penny 

RESOLUTION 

 

Enacted and approved this 12th day of June, 2018, in Holly Hill 

 
 

3. Resolution  

Resolution 2018-R-34 A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Holly Hill, 

Florida, Authorizing the City Manager to Enter to Grant Agreement #H0085 with the 

Florida Division of Emergency Management; Providing for Severability; and Providing 

for an Effective Date. 

(Requested by Antoine Khoury, Public Works) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Arthur J. Byrnes, District 1 - Commissioner 

SECONDER: Penny Currie, District 2 - Commissioner 

AYES: Byrnes, Currie, Danio, Via, Penny 

RESOLUTION 

 

Enacted and approved this 12th day of June, 2018, in Holly Hill 

 
 

4. Resolution  

Resolution 2018-R-35 A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Holly Hill, 

Florida, Authorizing the City Manager to Enter into Grant Agreement #H0087 with the 

Florida Division of Emergency Management; Providing for Severability; and Providing 

for an Effective Date. 

(Requested by Antoine Khoury, Public Works) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Arthur J. Byrnes, District 1 - Commissioner 

SECONDER: Penny Currie, District 2 - Commissioner 

AYES: Byrnes, Currie, Danio, Via, Penny 

RESOLUTION 
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Enacted and approved this 12th day of June, 2018, in Holly Hill 

 
 

5.  

Disposal of Fixed Assets 

(Requested by John McKinney, Finance) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Arthur J. Byrnes, District 1 - Commissioner 

SECONDER: Penny Currie, District 2 - Commissioner 

AYES: Byrnes, Currie, Danio, Via, Penny 

Enacted and approved this 12th day of June, 2018, in Holly Hill 

 
 

7. REGULAR AGENDA  

1. Resolution  

Resolution 2018-R-36 A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Holly Hill, 

Florida, Authorizing the City Manager to Apply to the Racing and Recreational Facilities 

District for a Grant in the Amount of $50,000 for the Purchase and Installation of the 

National Fitness Campaign, Fitness Court; Providing for Severability; and Providing for 

an Effective Date. 

(Requested by Joseph Forte, City Manager) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Chris Via, District 4 - Commissioner 

SECONDER: Arthur J. Byrnes, District 1 - Commissioner 

AYES: Byrnes, Currie, Danio, Via, Penny 

RESOLUTION 

 

Enacted and approved this 12th day of June, 2018, in Holly Hill 

 
 

2. Resolution  

Resolution 2018-R-37 A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Holly Hill, 

Volusia County, Florida, Amending the Adopted Budget for the City of Holly Hill for the 

Fiscal Year 2017-2018; and Providing for Severability; and Providing for an Effective 

Date. 

(Requested by John McKinney, Finance) 
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Mr. Forte stated this is in response to the workshop session that the Mayor and 

Commissioners already had. If they have any questions, Mr. McKinney is prepared to 

answer them.  

John McKinney, Finance Director, stated this mid-year budget does two things. This 

amends their overall fund structure and increases their budget overall citywide. As they 

discussed at the workshop, they are renaming, merging and creating several new funds 

throughout the city for additional accountability. This, overall, modification to their fund 

structure, does reduce their overall budget that was adopted of $37,977,600.00. With all 

of the modifications to the budget, it reduces their overall city budget to $35,359,399.00. 

If they take all those changes away and actually look at the net increase to the budget, the 

budget overall increased by $407,099.00. On the sheet listed in the variance, it showed 

them what all the funds increase/decrease by and what he would like to highlight overall 

is the unrestricted column. What that shows are what monies are available in that 

particular fund over what the original adopted budget was. He definitely wants to 

highlight the General Fund. That increased by that amount strictly from projects in 301 

that have either been delayed or cancelled or came in under budget and that money was 

moved from fund 301 back to the General Fund. The only real change that he wants to 

highlight is the creation of the two new funds for the current Fiscal Year, fund 501 

Information Technology and fund 502 Fleet. Those expenses are still in the General Fund 

and all the other funds but he just wanted to highlight that those two funds were created 

in the total amount as listed above. 

Mayor Penny opened public participation. No one spoke. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Penny Currie, District 2 - Commissioner 

SECONDER: John C. Danio, District 3 - Commissioner 

AYES: Byrnes, Currie, Danio, Via, Penny 

RESOLUTION 

 

Enacted and approved this 12th day of June, 2018, in Holly Hill 

 
 

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. Ordinance  

SECOND READING - Ordinance 3005 An Ordinance of the City of Holly Hill, Florida, 

Amending the Land Development Regulations, by Rezoning the Parcel Described in 

Exhibit "A" from B-5 (General Commercial District) to BPUD (Business Planned Unit 

Development); Providing for Conflicting Ordinances; Providing for Severability; and 

Providing for an Effective Date. 

(Requested by Brian Walker, City Planner) 

Brian Walker, City Planner, briefly went over the staff report with the Mayor and City 

Commissioners that was in their agenda packets and it’s the same report that was 



Minutes City Commission June 12, 2018 

City of Holly Hill, Florida Printed: 6/27/2018 10:08 AM Page 7   

presented to them for first reading on May 22, 2018 at the regular City Commission 

meeting. On May 22, 2018, the Commission gave preliminary approval of the request but 

instructed staff to work with the applicant with regards to parking for Lot 5. Staff and the 

applicant have reached an agreement and the following language has been added to the 

BPUD Agreement. On Page 4, under the heading Development Agreement, letter D, 

subsection 2. The new/added language says, “There shall be 8 parking spaces located in 

the parking area constructed on Lots 3 and 4 that shall not be used to satisfy any other 

jurisdictions' parking requirements and shall only be used to satisfy the parking 

requirements of Lot 5.  However, there shall not be a requirement to identify with signage 

that specific parking spaces are reserved for Lot 5 only."  Mr. Walker stated that is the 

only change. Based on this information, staff recommends that the City Commission 

adopt the Ordinance and enact in a rezoning from a B5 General Commercial to a 

Business Planned Unit Development (BPUD) and approve the associated Development 

Agreement as changed and Preliminary Development Plan for approximately 1.58 acres 

located on the east side of Nova Road approximately 600 feet south of 6th Street.  

 

Mr. Forte informed the Mayor and City Commissioners that in their agenda packets is the 

old Development Agreement that doesn’t have this new language. So, if their motion 

includes the language that’s in there, he does have the final documents that he received 

from the attorney’s that has the language in there but they didn’t get into the agenda item. 

So, their motion should include that language should be included in Section D., Land 

Uses within the BPUD, Section 2.  

 

Rob Merrell, Attorney for Cobb Cole, 149 S. Ridgewood Avenue, Daytona Beach, stated 

they had a lengthy and lively discussion at first reading and Mr. Walker did a great job 

telling the Commissioners what happened between then and now so if they have any 

other questions, he will be happy to answer them. Hopefully, the city will support us and 

welcome the Divia (?) folks to the community and hopefully more.  

 

Mayor Penny opened public participation. No one spoke. 

 

Commissioner Via made a motion to APPROVE ORDINANCE 3005 with the added 

language to read as follows, “There shall be 8 parking spaces located in the parking 

area constructed on Lots 3 and 4 that shall not be used to satisfy any other 

jurisdictions' parking requirements and shall only be used to satisfy the parking 

requirements of Lot 5.  However, there shall not be a requirement to identify with 

signage that specific parking spaces are reserved for Lot 5 only”, seconded by 

Commissioner Byrnes.  

 

Mayor Penny reminded the Commissioners that this is a quasi-judicial matter and if any 

of them have had any ex parte communications they need to disclose that now. For the 

record, he needs to say that he was at City Hall when Mr. Galloway was here and they 

were in negotiations with Mr. Walker and Mr. Forte. He happened to walk in on the 

conversation and they talked about football and kids and everything else and land 

development and Mr. Merrell was brought in on a conference call so, he was part of 

listening in on those conversations.  

 

Commissioner Danio stated he talked to Mike about pizza, things that are important and 



Minutes City Commission June 12, 2018 

City of Holly Hill, Florida Printed: 6/27/2018 10:08 AM Page 8   

they did have some conversation on the other things as well. 

 

Commissioner Currie stated she knows they probably all feel the same way; they 

welcome the new businesses because that is one direction that they are all heading into. 

She appreciates everything Attorney Merrell has done and Attorney Simpson has done, 

Mr. Walker and everybody else who has been involved. Great job and a good 

compromise.  

 

Commissioner Via stated he would like to echo that. Thank you, Attorney Merrell for 

taking the concerns that the Commission talked about and he thinks it’s going to be 

beneficial not only for Holly Hill but obviously for the applicants to market that property 

so that they can bring in a business to Holly Hill. Thank you for all the work that 

Attorney Merrell and Mr. Walker have done.  

 

PASSED, 5-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED AT 2ND READING [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Chris Via, District 4 - Commissioner 

SECONDER: Arthur J. Byrnes, District 1 - Commissioner 

AYES: Byrnes, Currie, Danio, Via, Penny 

ORDINANCE 

 

Enacted and approved this 12th day of June, 2018, in Holly Hill 

 
 

9. COMMUNICATIONS  

A. City Manager & Staff Comments 

None. 

B. City Attorney Comments 

None. 

C. City Commission Comments 

Commissioner Via stated himself and Mr. Forte had a good meeting today and they 

worked out a lot of issues and so he thinks there is just a few things that the Commission 

needs to talk about as a whole and he would like to start off by asking Mr. Forte if he 

could give the Commission an update on some of the park issues. Some of the park 

complaints that the city has received.  

Mr. Forte stated he actually just responded to a citizen through email with regards to 

some of the parks. As they know, they’ve talked about the dog park, the possibility of 

relocating that to Hollyland Park but due to the conversations that they are having with 

the people from The Pickleball, that’s not really going to be the case. He doesn’t foresee 

that happening any time in the future. As far as Sunrise Park is concerned, they are still 

waiting…he sent an email out to each of the Commissioners a couple of days ago, that 
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the city did receive about $800,000 back from FEMA. The city is still waiting on about 

$1.2 million for some other debris hauling; that was for the first couple of days of 

Hurricane Matthew. As a result of those storms, they have seawall damage on both the 

north and south seawalls on Sunrise Park North. The piers are damaged and they are still 

waiting on FEMA to give the city any indication that they are going to improve 

reimbursement for the repairs of those parks. Last week he had an opportunity to meet 

with Randy Foltz from Marina Grande, he used to be one of the principles involved with 

the construction of the Marina Grande project, he’s back in town and he’s been hired to 

work on the repair of the pier at the Marina Grande so while he was in town, I asked him 

if he would have the folks that he has coming up from south Florida, if they would take 

an opportunity to go out to Sunrise Park and take a look at the two piers to see what, in 

their professional opinion, it would take to make those repairs and then based on 

whatever they come back with, it will give the city a good indication on what direction 

the city needs to go in. Mr. Forte stated as far as the irrigation system that he talked 

about, that’s being inspected to see if it can go back into service. He spoke to Mr. Khoury 

about having city staff be recertified to be able to do weed and feed, fertilizer and weed 

killer applications on city property.  

Commissioner Via stated there’s a lot of things that are going on in the city’s parks and 

he doesn’t know if any of the other Commissioners have received any complaints about 

some things that haven’t really been kept up to the standard, of which, he believes all of 

the Commissioners want to keep the parks. There was an idea brought up today that he 

wanted to throw out to the Commissioners. Since there are complaints about that, they 

can’t be everywhere at all times, he thinks that it would be a good idea to start a “Park 

Advisory Board” and basically, they would oversee the parks and let the Commissioners 

know maintenance things, the beautification things that the city can do in the park and 

really be on top of that. He thinks it would go a long way for how the Commissioners 

want their parks to look because they need to take pride in their parks. They have some of 

the best locations all around. Is that an idea that anyone likes?  

Commissioner Danio asked if that is a voluntary board? 

Commissioner Via stated, yes. They would have to find people to appoint.  

Commissioner Danio asked if he has had any contact with people that might be 

interested? 

Commissioner Via stated, no. This is brand new. This came from a citizen today and he 

thought that it was a good idea. 

Commissioner Danio stated it’s a great idea. The problem is finding the people to get 

involved.  

Mayor Penny stated he thinks the people that use the parks are the city’s best eyes. Like 

Commissioner Via said; they’re not everywhere all the time. The only concern he has 

with forming an Advisory Board is that there will be an attendance requirement. If it’s a 

city sponsored board, minutes have to be kept, a secretary has to be responsible for that. 

He doesn’t know if they might be creating more bureaucracy than necessary. Maybe they 

need to…Mr. Forte and himself have talked and he knows that Commissioner Via has 
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talked with Mr. Forte today about it, they talked a couple of weeks ago about some of 

these issues.  They might want to see how far they get with some of these issues and then 

it might be as simple as a suggestion box rather than recreating an entire bureaucracy of a 

board, put out a suggestion box. He knows Mr. Forte has instructed staff to go by and 

report on a daily or weekly basis, some of the things that may or may not have been paid 

as closely attention to as might need to be. Water faucets and things like that. He is all in 

favor of increasing the quality of their parks. He just doesn’t know how they get there. He 

just doesn’t want to create some monster and not have people come and then they have to 

disband a board. They tried the Civil Service Board, the Beautification Board was tried. 

The Historic Society actually asked the city to disband them and set them free on their 

own. He hears Commissioner Via. He just doesn’t know if that’s the best solution at this 

time.  

Commissioner Via stated they have a lot going on with their parks right now. For 

instance, with Sunrise Park, hopefully, they’re looking at this grant to bring in this new 

exercise program and then the city has the splash down in the park coming, the city will 

have events there. They also have the Dog Park, which he believes it would be good to 

have citizens to…when issues come up and are related to the park, that the city can pass it 

through them. That’s why he thinks it would be a good idea. If there’s any other input 

from any of the other Commissioners, he would love to hear it.  

Commissioner Currie stated she would definitely love to come up with some conclusion 

to be able to continue with the wonderful parks that the city has but improving the quality 

of what they offer. They definitely need to hash out a little bit. They are supposed to be 

having more workshops in the future, maybe that can just be a topic that is slid in on one 

of their workshops.  

Commissioner Via stated, yes. He agrees and he’s not asking for a decision tonight. If the 

Commission told him… 

Commissioner Currie stated normally when they workshop… 

Commissioner Via stated no way then… 

Commissioner Currie state they’ve come up with a lot of good ideas and things of that 

nature when they workshop it.  

Commissioner Via stated they would have to come up with responsibilities and what 

would go to the board, etc. and so on. 

Mayor Penny stated he agrees and it should come up in a workshop. Something as…he 

thinks, we as Americans, we as people typically do, is they build things and never really 

plan to maintain them and a lot of these things we have good intentions and the fall to the 

budget floor because we have pothole's or our health insurance goes up. He thinks this is 

an important topic that they are going to have to bring up at budget time and set 

something aside. They all want beautiful grass but they need to make sure they budget for 

it.  

Commissioner Currie stated but even if they can agree to a workshop.  

Mayor Penny stated, definitely.  
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Commissioner Danio stated there’s nothing wrong with that.  

Commissioner Byrnes stated he’s okay with that but he thinks to keep it at the top of the 

bubble but maybe under communications they can add a “parks report” and have public 

input so that the Commission can say, “here’s what’s going on in the park”. If somebody 

has a complaint or a suggestion and then they can come up and then the Commission can 

tell Mr. Forte, “yes, what that person suggested is good, let’s go with that”, or “no, that 

person should go to a park in Ormond.”  

Mayor Penny stated so they will put it on a workshop schedule.  

Commissioner Via stated, yes. Let’s do that. His last comment, and this will go with the 

workshop but they need to start looking at…he visits Sunrise Park as he visits many other 

parks and the Dog Park is one of them. Since the city has a crew of inmates that the city 

is only getting half of what the city wants to be getting from the crew because there’s not 

enough inmates to that day to be cutting the city’s grass and whatnot, sometimes there are 

lapses to where grass can get too high, there’s weeds, and that happens. Unfortunately, 

for some people, when they go out they may just see that. They didn’t see the week prior 

when it was cut or two weeks prior. He thinks they need to look at, also, what are the 

standards for the parks. He thinks, and this goes to a budget question, if the city wants 

higher standards with their parks then they need to budget for it. They need to figure out a 

way. Maybe they need a park ranger to look after some of these things, maybe they need 

to have a dedicated crew just to the parks alone. He doesn’t know. Just throwing out 

some ideas.  

Commissioner Currie stated she thinks they tried the park ranger idea back, three or four 

years ago and that didn’t work out so well.  

Commissioner Via stated, right. He’s not sure how that went but he would like to find out 

more information.  

Commissioner Currie stated it didn’t go well.  

Mayor Penny stated he thinks it’s something that they need to readdress. Everyone sees 

the beautiful Palm Trees on US1 and this Commission decided that, that investment of 

tax dollars was so important that they needed to maintain that and the inmates will not be 

cutting that. The city just signed a three year contract for a maintenance crew.  

Mr. Forte stated, not yet.  

Mayor Penny stated or they are about too.  

Mr. Forte stated they are going to put it in the next budget.  

Mayor Penny stated but they are going to make sure that’s maintained. They talked about 

Hollyland Park and he flashes back 40 years ago when that was like Shea Stadium, 

everything was manicured and now it’s turned into a sandbox because they haven’t 

maintained it. They’ve done a poor job at it and they can do better. He agrees with 

Commissioner Via.  

Commissioner Via stated and these are concerns coming, strictly from citizens and he 
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wanted to bring it up to the Commissioners and see what their thoughts were.  

Commissioner Currie stated and she thinks those are valid topics for the workshop they 

are going to have.  

Commissioner Via stated, perfect. With that, their one listener online is probably his dad 

so he will take this opportunity to say, “Happy Father’s Day dad”, hope you’re listening.  

Commissioner Danio stated the Palm Trees and everything looks great. They did a good 

job with all of that. Wished everyone a Happy Father’s Day.  

Commissioner Byrnes stated it’s neat when the political season comes because you find 

out rumors about yourself. Now, I usually sign up to run during the qualifying week and I 

often wait until the last day but I will tell you with certainty that there’s one thing that 

I’m not doing. I am not running for Mayor. Vikki has had six people come to her and say, 

“hey, we want signs.” I am not running for Mayor. Anything else I’m running for, we 

will find out because I am still trying not to be in the politics. I’m trying to do this job 

and I don’t want any politics swirling around until that time when it’s supposed to be. In 

my book. Not that anybody else has done anything wrong. I’m not saying that. I’m just 

saying in my own mind, I don’t think it’s the time. I’m not running for Mayor. So if 

you’ve heard that, if you made bets in Vegas, you’ve lost. Commissioner Byrnes stated 

the City Manager, there’s been some people saying some things that weren’t very nice 

and he doesn’t know if folks realize what happened at the Florida League of Cities 

meeting two or three weeks ago, Mr. Forte received the Government Executive of the 

Year Award from the League of Cities because this City Commission supports him 100%. 

Mr. Forte is doing a wonderfully, tremendous job. So if someone, somewhere tells you 

that the City Manager is not doing a good job, look them right in the eye and say, “you 

are ignorant”, because the City Manager has done a marvelous job, in this 

Commissioner’s eyes, every day that he has been here. Do we agree on things 100%? 

Certainly not and that’s part of government. Commissioner Byrnes stated he hates the 

rumors during election time. His political future, everyone will be able to find out about 

that. It looks bright and it looks great. 

Commissioner Currie stated she loves looking out into the audience and seeing so many 

faces, it just thrills her. She loves seeing so many people coming out wanting to be 

involved in city government. Please keep coming back. Thanked staff for all of their hard 

work. She appreciates everything that they have been doing to help make this city the 

wonderful place that it is to live, work and play. She couldn’t ask to live in a better city.  

D. Mayor's Comments 

Mayor Penny stated Commissioner Via talked about Father’s Day and wished his father a 

Happy Father’s Day thinking he was listening online but he wasn’t (he’s here in the 

audience). He knows that Commissioner Via is blessed to live a couple of miles away 

from his father and I’m blessed to still have my dad alive. He knows that many people 

have father’s that are deceased and many people have strange relationships with their 

fathers. His wish for everyone would be to pick up the phone on Sunday and call them if 

you are able to or send them a post card and just tell them you’re thinking of them and 

hopefully you can build that relationship because you never know when it’s over. Life is 

too short to not have that type of relationship. I’m so blessed to have most of my family 
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within 25 miles of my house. Mayor Penny wished everyone a Happy Father’s Day if 

they are fathers.  

10. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:00 PM. 

 
 

 


